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Park Partners Pl‘OjECt 50™ anniversary year will be mailed to all current members
Siobhan A. O'Riordan, the National Park Foundation’s and distributed in the park and the community.
Director of Partner Development, met recently with the
Friends board of directors to discuss a proposed work plan HELP WANTED!
tailored to our organization. The plan includes creation of new We are looking for volunteers to work on the following
committees, expanding our membership, and building upon activities/committees: ‘
the success of the Friends’ magazine. Ways to increase public * Communications l
awareness of who we are, what we do and to enhance our * Marketing '
current fund raising capabilities are also addressed in the * Membership
draft plan. * Fund raising

Friends was selected by the National Park Foundation * Graphic design
(NPF) to participate in the Park Partners Project. One park * Social media
friends group from each of the seven regions in the national * E-news
park system was chosen. The year-long pilot project will help * Website liaison
us become a more sustainable and effective partner of the If you have skills — or interest — in any of these areas, please
Seashore. We will be receiving a matching implementation contact us at info@fccns.org. We would love to have your
grant from the NPF of up to $5,000. help. And, as always, there are many volunteer opportunities

for a whole range of other activities: trail maintenance, brush

If you are interested in joining any of our committees, burning, summer programs, natural resources projects, the
including communications, membership, marketing, fund Truro Coastal Restoration Project, the Seal Education Team
raising or events, send an email to info@fcens.org. and many others. Be in touch!
Member Events 50" Anniversary Online Photo Album
The membership committee is working hard to increase the As part of the 50" anniversary celebration. Friends is working
benefits of being a member of Friends. On March 30, at a with the Seashore on an online “*Memories Album.” which
special members-only event, CCNS Historian Bill Burke gave will be located on the Friends website. Many people hold

a talk on the creation and first 50 years of the Seashore.
Some 50 members attended.

Current 2011 Friends members will receive an invitation
to another members-only event in late June — a special
Breeches Buoy Apparatus Drill at Old Harbor Life-Saving others. You will be able to upload
Station at Race Point. photos and reminiscences about the

Not sure if you have renewed your 2011 membership? Seashore on the “Memories Album™ link at www.fcens.org
Check the date by your mailing address. If the date beginning May 1 through September.
is 2010 or earlier, your 2011 dues are due! Renew by

sending in the application on page 8, or renewing online Old Harbor Campaign

special memories of time spent at the
Seashore and the 50™ Anniversary
Memories Album will provide an
opportunity to share these times with

through E-news or www.feens.org. The Friends campaign for Old Harbor Life-Saving Station
continues to raise funds to furnish this historic maritime
FRIENDS Publications building at Race Point. To date, pledges have passed
The board of Friends has decided to change the schedule of $108,000; however, we still need member and foundation
The Shore from being a bi-annual to an annual newsletter. support to reach our goal of $180,000. Donations of any
The Shore will be mailed each May to all members. Soon we amount are welcome! You may contribute by sending us a
also hope to provide it by e-mail. check made out to FCCNS-OH, or through the Network for
The balance of the year will be well covered by Friends Good button on E-news.
E-news, which made its debut last May. E-news is issued There will be a June event at Old Harbor for 2011
monthly in the summer, and on a bi-monthly basis autumn members. Watch E-news for details on the September 18"
through spring. Sign up to receive E-news by going to the Old Harbor Rededication. See for yourself the turn-of-the-
Friends website www fcens.org and clicking on the box at the (last) century aura created by the authentic furnishings.
bottom of any page; or e-mail us at info@fccns.org. Help us
to introduce FCCNS to your friends by encouraging them to National Seashore Wish List
sign up. Corellware or similar shatter-proof dishes for the park’s
Look for the second annual issue of FCCNS Magazine education center at Coast Guard Beach. Cereal/soup bowls,
in June. This glossy, 52-page, highly illustrated, full-color plates and mugs are needed. Contact Education Specialist

magazine about Cape Cod National Seashore in its Barbara Dougan at 508-255-3421, Ext. 16.
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FRIENDS 2011 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

FRIENDS of the Cape Cod National Seashore sponsors FREE events and activities each vear for
families visiting the Seashore. Check our website www fcens org for updates on events listed on pages 4 and 5.

Saturday, July 2 7:00 pm Lower Cape Concert Band will play music with patriotic themes at the
Province Lands Visitor Center in Provincetown.

Thursday, July 14 8:00 pm Campfire Sing-Along with music by Denya LeVine and Tim Dickey at
Herring Cove Beach in Provincetown.

Wednesday, July 20 7:45 pm “Whale Disentanglement: Up Close and Personal” at Salt Pond Visitor
Center. Presented by Scott Landry, Director of the Marine Entanglement
Response Team of the Provincetown Center for Coastal Studies. Come learn
about the inspiring work of the Center in protecting and saving whales in the
western North Atlantic. The lecture follows the Annual Meeting of the
Friends of Cape Cod National Seashore at 7:00 pm.

Saturday, July 30 7:00 pm Billy Hardy and Beth Sweeney, a Celtic fiddle and instrumental duo,
present an evening of Irish and other Celtic music with songs in English and
Gaeilge, at Salt Pond Visitor Center in Eastham.

Monday, August 8 7:30 pm Campfire Sing-Along with music by Denya LeVine and Tom Dickey at
Herring Cove Beach in Provincetown.

Tuesday, August 9 7:30 pm Campfire Sing-Along with music by Denya LeVine and Tim Dickey at
Marconi Beach in Wellfleet.

Friday, August 26 7:00 pm Outer Cape Chorale Chamber Singers Concert at Salt Pond Visitor
Center in Eastham.

Saturday, September 3 7:00 pm O’Challah Holiday Concert at Salt Pond Visitor Center in Eastham.
Presenting an entertaining blend of Irish, Jewish and Eastern European music
traditions.

Saturday, October 8 7:00 pm Rum Soaked Crooks play a medley of sailors’ chanteys, ballads and ditties at |
Salt Pond Visitor Center. Their repertoire spans four centuries of Yankee
seafaring traditions, featuring Cape and Islands sea songs/poetry.

FRIENDS Annual Meeting on JULY 20

The Friends 2011 annual meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 20 at 7:00 pm at Salt Pond Visitor Center, with
election of officers and directors following the annual report to Friends membership re: activities and programs. After
the business meeting we are pleased to welcome Scott Landry, who will talk about his work protecting and saving
whales in the North Atlantic. See details of the talk above. A notice including the proposed slate of officers will be
mailed to members in late June.

Please send your email address to info@fccns.org.




CAPE COD NATIONAL SEASHORE AT 50: 1961-2011
Reflections on the Past, Commitment to the Future

May 29
12:30 pm

August 16
3 pm

June 28

July 5

July 12

July 19

July 26

August 2

August 9

August 16

August 23

August 30

The FREE summer programs listed below are conducted by the Cape Cod
National Seashore and sponsored by the FRIENDS of CCNS.

PROVINCE LANDS VISITOR CENTER

Maritime Matinee — "20,000 Leagues under the Sea"

“Songs of the Sea” — presented by acclaimed singer and
songwriter Paul Kaplan.

TUESDAY EVENINGS AT SALT POND

All programs begin at 7 pm, are approximately one hour long, and take
place at Salt Pond Visitor Center (wheelchair accessible) in Eastham.

“Early Cape Codders” — by Dr. Francis McManamon,
Chief Archeologist (retired), National Park Service

“The Sporting Art of Frank W. Benson” — presented by
author Faith Andrews Bedford

“Weather Extremes on Cape Cod” — presented by NECN
meteorologist Tim Kelly

“Modern Architecture on the Outer Cape” — by Peter
McMahon, Exec. Director of Cape Cod Modern House Trust

“Words that Inspired a National Seashore,” presented
by Don Wilding, co-founder of the Henry Beston Society

“Great White Sharks on Cape Cod” - presented by
Greg Skomal, Senior Biologist with the Massachusetts
Department of Marine Fisheries

“Cape Cod National Seashore: The First 50 Years” —
presented by CCNS Historian Bill Burke and author
Daniel Lombardo (followed by book signing)

“Songs of the Sea™ — presented by acclaimed singer and
songwriter Paul Kaplan

“Kestrels and Cranberry Bogs” — presented by licensed
falconer Joey Mason (includes live birds)

“Wild about Wild Cranberries” — by Dr. Frank L. Caruso,
Extension Assoc. Professor, University of Massachusetts

CCNS 50th EVENTS CALENDAR
MAY

*Exhibit: People of the First Light,
Photographer Tom Fitzgerald
(through June)

May 14 *Dedication of new
exhibits, Salt Pond Visitor Center
May 28 - Sept. 30

*50™ Anniversary Challenge:
Discover the Treasures in Your
Seashore (sponsored by FCCNS)

JULY

*Exhibit: Fulfilling the Mission:
Images from the First 50 Years
*Ranger Programs: Retrospective
and other special presentations
parkwide, through August

July 9 *Celebrating Volunteerism,
Highlands Fest, Highlands Center

AUGUST

August 7 *Birthday Bash
*National Lighthouse Day Event,
Highland Light *Commemorative
postal cancellations

August 9 *50 Years of History,
historian Bill Burke and author Dan
Lombardo (book signing)

SEPTEMBER

*Exhibit: 50 Years of Science and
Resource Management at CCNS
*Science Fair and Public Forum
Sept 18 *Old Harbor
Rededication, Race Point Beach

OCTOBER
*Exhibit: CCNS as Inspiration,
Bayberry Quilters of Cape Cod

NOVEMBER

*Exhibit: A Measure of Solitude,
Provincetown Community Compact
and Outer Cape Artist in Residency
Consortium

All exhibits are at Salt Pond Visitor
Center in Eastham.




MEMORIES
of the Seashore’s Early Days

By David Spang

When the Cape Cod National Seashore first began in 1961, there
was no program of walks and talks. The first two years were spent
organizing, surveying, and purchasing land. The headquarters was
located in the former Coast Guard Station in Eastham and most
of the public activity centered around developing and operating
beaches. Parking lots were put down at Coast Guard and Nauset
Light beaches and lifeguards were on duty during the summer.
A few seasonal rangers were hired to work at the beaches and
patrol the park. The staff was quite small.

It wasn’t until 1963 that the budget finally allowed the
hiring of some naturalists/interpreters for the summer season.
That’s when I first joined the park staff. The naturalist division
was in charge of offering an educational program to the public.
There were no Visitor Centers and only three permanent staft in
my division. There was the Chief Naturalist Vernon C. (Tom)
Gilbert, Historian Ed Lohr, and our secretary Ms. Abby Dilts.
Only three seasonals were hired for the first summer. Each of us
had a specialty that could be drawn upon as we developed
programs for the visitors. Hal Hinds was an expert botanist.
George Offitt had a background in zoology, particularly marine,
and my background was in geology.

We operated out of the unfinished loft in the old garage at
the Eastham Coast Guard Station/Headquarters (HQ). We offered
a few guided walks, mostly in the mornings, and a couple of
evening programs. The afternoons were spent exploring,
preparing more walk sites, and taking lots of slides to build up
our collection. Many of our walks followed animal trails and old
fire roads as well as along beaches and edges of marshes. Often
the three of us would all go together on a walk so that we could
teach each other, learning as we worked. Sometimes we got lost
on a walk because we were bushwhacking in unfamiliar areas.
We never let the public know because we all knew that if we
walked far enough we would always come out somewhere that
we recognized. It didn’t happen very often, but it helped us learn
the region.

We walked miles every day and usually worked well
beyond a normal shift. We had a great time. 1 had spent part of
every year of my life on Cape Cod, but had never really learned
much about the Cape. I also realized that working with the
visitors wasn’t like my winter school teaching job off Cape.
I couldn’t specialize in one subject. I needed to be able to give an
overview of all sides of Cape natural and human history.

Evening programs were given in an outdoor amphitheater
on the front lawn of HQ looking out over the open ocean and
Nauset Marsh. The setting was beautiful. Sometimes a full moon
would be rising in front of us as we started our program. But it
could also be a challenge — like on those evenings when there
was no wind and the greenhead flies rose off the marsh, or the
night that a myopic skunk wandered through the middle of the
audience as they sat on benches on the lawn. If it rained. we all
packed up and moved to an abandoned barrack in Camp
Wellfleet. So it went until Salt Pond Visitor Center was built in
1965, and then Province Lands Visitor Center in 1969.

Dave Spang (lower right) with female rangers, c. 1970

My own remembrances come and go, usually depending on
whom I'm talking with, but these are some of the highlights I will
never forget:

spending my February vacation in 1964 cutting the path
for the Atlantic White Cedar trail through the bear oak
growth near the parking lot. I wore out two pairs of jeans
because the little oak is very tough and I had to crawl
on hands and knees to get under it to cut it by hand.
sitting in Tom Gilbert’s kitchen with his wife Patsy,
offering ideas as she created the drawing that was to
become the symbol of the Seashore — dune, grass,
ocean, sky and tern.

reading all that was available at the time about the
geology of the Cape so that I could offer ideas for
exhibits to be built in the Salt Pond Visitor Center.
searching the beach below Nauset Heights for just the
right sized boulder to put on display in Salt Pond
Visitor Center to represent the glacial deposits that
compose the Cape.

working weekends in spring and fall for many of the
beginning years so that there could be programs offered
to visitors in the off season. It was good that I was a lot
younger and able to put up with teaching all week off
Cape, and then leading walks and giving evening
programs on the weekends. Loved it.

the dedication of Salt Pond with all the dignitaries on
the front lawn of the Visitor Center.

the first female rangers in the Park Service. Before this
the ranger division had been all male, and it was quite
a change for a lot of the old boy group. Around 1970,
the women wore a uniform that looked more like a




stewardess’s outfit. Not very practical for walks,
although it looked fine for desk duty in the Visitor
Center. A few years later they were put in the same
uniforms that all rangers wore. The first women were
only in the naturalist division. It wasn't until several
years later that the patrol division added them to their
ranks.

¢ the full-day operation cutting the jaw bones out of a
63-foot finback whale that had stranded on Jeremy Point
in Wellfleet Harbor. Cleaning and drying the bones over
three years and eventually mounting them in the
backyard of the Penniman House in Eastham.

* the dedication of the Province Lands bike trail in 1967.
Dr. Paul Dudley White came down from Belmont and
led the dignitaries around the trail on his bike. He had
been President Eisenhower’s physician and a leader in
the health movement that popularized bicycle riding.

* the opening of the Province Lands Visitor Center and
the splitting of our divisions into two districts. After this
[ spent most of my time in Provincetown and Truro.

* the Rock Concert at the new Province Lands Visitor
Center in its first year, right after maintenance had
finished with the area plantings. Some 15,000 fans
showed up to listen to relatively unknown bands and the
plantings had to be done all over again!

* working with seasonal historian Ralph Linwood Snow
to plan the path of the Great Island trail and finding the
site of the Smith Tavern along the route.

* planning and cutting the trail for the Fresh Brook
Village walk and listening to Lin describe many of the
cellar holes as homes of some of his relatives.

* becoming part of the Beach Apparatus/Breeches Buoy
demonstration team in 1980. We started in Eastham and
then moved to the Old Harbor Life-Saving Station/
Museum when it became available in the early 1980s.

* giving demonstrations of the Breeches Buoy at the
opening of the Hull Lifesaving Museum, in Sandy Hook
in New Jersey and at Fire Island National Seashore in
New York.

* many years as the seasonal supervisor of the North
District interpretive group and the wonderful people that
I have had the pleasure of training and working with
over those years.

Stranded finback whale, Jeremy Point

For many years, these whale jaw hones framed an entrance to the Penniman home. They can
now be tound at the Pilerim Monument and Provincerown Museum in Provineetown. The
Penmiman house still stands today on a knoll on the Fort Hill Road. It is maintained by the
Cape Cod National Seashore,

These are just some eddies from the flow of memories that [ have
from my 42 seasons working at CCNS. [ continue to this day as
a volunteer. One of the benefits of this association, besides being
in on the creation of a new park, has been the ability for my wife
and me to raise our children as we were raised. They have been
able to spend part of their lives on the Cape as we did. And now
our grandchildren are getting some of this heritage passed on to
them as well. The flow goes on.

Dave Spang recently became a board member of the Friends of
Cape Cod National Seashore.

Reading List for the 50" Anniversary

The following books (and many more) are available at Salt Pond
Visitor Center, along with 50™ anniversary souvenirs.

The Birth of the Cape Cod National Seashore, Francis P.
Burling. A detailed look at the formation of CCNS.

Images of America: Cape Cod National Seashore: The First
50 Years, Daniel Lombardo. Historic photographs with captions.

Cape Cod: Its Natural and Cultural History | A Guide to CCNS,
Robert Finch. Color photographs, maps, guide section, as well as
Finch’s narrative.

Seashore Sentinel: The Old Harbor Life-Saving Station on
Cape Cod, Richard C. Ryder. A history of Old Harbor.

Thunderstruck, Erik Larson. Fascinating narrative history of
Guglielmo Marconi and his wireless invention, interwoven with
the tale of murderer Hawley Crippen, who fled across the ocean.

And three great Cape Cod classics: Cape Cod by Henry David
Thoreau; The Outermost House by Henry Beston; The House on
Nauset Marsh by Wyman Richardson.







